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CONTROL YEARLY HOME MAINTENANCE COSTS STARTING 
THIS FALL 

Spreading out Home Maintenance Expenses Throughout the Year will keep Budgets on 
Track and your Home Looking Great 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. (August 17, 2006) – Owning a home can quickly turn from exciting to 

expensive as home maintenance costs continue to skyrocket.  From the roof to the lawn, home 

ownership can get very expensive, very fast.  “The easiest way to stay within your budget and 

keep your home safe and looking great is to spread your home maintenance costs throughout 

the year,” says Bill Duggan, popular home and garden host. 

 As the weather cools down, start the fall season off right by planning for the cool winter 

months and preventing costly damage.  Keep plumbing running smoothly by making sure that 

all pipes are well insulated before the dropping temperatures increase the risk of freezing.  If 

gone unchecked, repairs can be expensive, particularly in winter when plumbing services are 

in high demand.  Prevent the cold from coming indoors by ensuring that your house is 

weather-tight.  Caulk the joints around doors and windows, or add weather stripping to keep 

out chilly drafts. 

 Fall is also the best time to add to your lawn by putting trees and shrubs in the ground.  

Spruce up your yard by planting pansies and discover a colorful surprise when springtime 

arrives.  While beautifying your lawn, don’t forget to take care of pests too.  Fire ants alone 

cause over $2 billion in damage a year.  These creepy-crawlies can be pricey to eliminate 

once an infestation occurs.  And when the cooler temperatures arrive, they move deep below 

the soil surface for warmth.  So, prevent these pests before they arrive.  A preventive 

treatment like professionally applied TopChoice® Fire Ant Control is the best method 



available as it lasts an entire year, so you can ensure a virtually fire ant-free spring and 

summer. 

When winter keeps you indoors and out of the cold, use your time wisely.  Update your 

indoors by repainting your kitchen or den with bright colors to kick the winter blues and have 

your home ready for the sunny season ahead.  Keep costs down by purchasing spring-colored 

paints in the “off season,” and reduce the need for extra coating by painting when the weather 

is cold and paint will stick easier.   

“The best way to keep spring costs down is by prepping your home in the winter” says 

Duggan.  Repairing a deck or patio can be expensive, so prevent future damage by taking a 

few days to clean debris from the deck area and refasten any loose nails or screws.  Clean the 

deck with a commercial cleaner, making sure to remove any mildew.  Finish with a wood 

sealer and your deck will sparkle for springtime. 

By always staying a season ahead and spreading home maintenance costs throughout the 

year, your home will stay looking great without breaking your budget.  By taking preventive 

measures you can eliminate costly repairs in the long run, and enjoy a safe and happy home 

every season. 
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